CHAPTER  XV
ASSASSINATION
IF the people had imagined that Charles was ready to throw his friend overboard they were quickly undeceived. 'Steenie' continued to be his constant companion, and the chief in his counsels. The Commons were quick to realize that the continued ascendancy of the favourite more than counterbalanced the acceptance of their Petition. So they proceeded to draw up a Remonstrance, enumerating once more the past disasters and naming the Duke as their cause. The excessive power and greatness of the Duke of Buckingham/ it stated clearly, 'and his abuse of the greatness near and about the King, is the cause of all these evils happened to both King and Kingdom.'1 They demanded Buckingham's withdrawal from Charles's Council. In a modern state this would be equivalent to a'vote of lack of confidence. The King, however, quickly demonstrated that he cared little for the nation's opinion, so long as his minister retained his own trust. June I7th was the day appointed for the presentation of the Remonstrance to the King, and on the i6th Charles ordered that all the records of the Duke's mock trial in the Star Chamber, following his impeachment, should be removed, that there might be no stain on his memory.
Perhaps Charles's fear and distrust of the popular feeling had been increased by a recent horrible incident. On Friday, June I3th, a certain Dr. Lambe, a sort of physician and astrologer recently consulted by Buckingham and believed by superstitious folk to be aiding him in nefarious
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